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Important Notice

By accessing the link, or by any other means of viewing this case collection, you are deemed to
have fully read, understood, and irrevocably agreed to be bound by all the terms and restrictions
set forth in this Special Notice. If you do not agree with any part of this Special Notice, please
cease accessing and do not read or use this case collection immediately.
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The First Cycle
International Qutstanding Practices on Urban Regeneration
(IOPUR1)

The First Cycle of the International Outstanding Practices on Urban Regeneration!, is a
joint effort between the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) d

UN-Habitat and Shanghai University (SHU) are undertaking a joint project titled
‘Strengthening Urban-Rural Linkages through Regeneration’, with the first cycle of the
case collection of International Outstanding Practices on Urban Regeneration (IOPUR) as
one of its components. [OPUR aligns with global development priorities by advancing
the implementation of the New Urban Agenda and accelerating the localization of the

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, with a strong focus on SDG 11.

The initiative directly supports two key goals of the UN-Habitat Strategic Plan
2020-2025: a) reducing spatial inequality across the urban-rural continuum and b)
enhancing the prosperity of city-regions. Additionally, it contributes to UN-Habitat’s
Inclusive Communities — Thriving Cities Flagship Programme. As UN-Habitat
transitions to the new Strategic Plan (2026-2029), this project will directly contribute to
the Organization’s core priorities of land, housing, and basic services. The expected
practices will highlight themes such as housing regeneration, informal settlement
upgrading, and the provision of basic services, among others, thereby demonstrating

practical pathways for advancing inclusive, resilient, and sustainable urbanization.

! Originally known as World Urban Regeneration Best Practices, abbreviated as WURBP
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Focus Areas

Housing, basic services and slum upgrading

To achieve decent and affordable housing for all, urban and rural regeneration must
prioritize housing-related objectives, such as improving housing conditions and
upgrading public facilities and infrastructure in neighborhoods. Special emphasis should

be placed on ensuring access to basic services (e.g., water and sanitation).

Inner-city & waterfront revitalization

Historic inner cities—with their mix of residences, administrative offices, gastronomy,
cultural venues, and pedestrian zones—foster civic identity, pride, and social cohesion.
Regeneration efforts should address evolving challenges to enhance safety, livability, and
accessibility. Similarly, waterfronts, deeply tied to a city’s historical growth and
prosperity, should be revitalized to create vibrant, publicly accessible spaces that

celebrate their cultural and ecological significance.

Culture and Heritage-led regeneration

Aligned with SDG 11.4, conservation of cultural and nature heritage should be
strengthened in urban regeneration practices. This aims to not only create aesthetically
enriching environments, but also to shape and reinforce the identity of the place.
Sustainability means safeguarding both heritage and ecosystems for future generations.
We advocate integrating heritage perspectives into all regeneration projects, ensuring

they respect historical narratives and ecological balance.

Urban-rural linkages and rural revitalization

Rural revitalization is critical to improving rural residents’ quality of life and
strengthening urban-rural connections. Often lagging in modernization, rural areas
urgently require upgraded facilities, including public spaces, renovated housing,
enhanced services (e.g., healthcare, education), and community centers for local
communities, as well as hospitability facilities for rural visitors. Regeneration should also
celebrate intangible heritage—such as spaces for local performances, literature, and
customs—while fostering new economies like temporary coworking hubs for urban

professionals or small-to-medium enterprise clusters.



INTERNATIONAL
1 m H I URBAN REGENERATION
1 OUTSTANDING PRACTICES

Smart & intelligent regeneration

The application of emerging technologies, such as digital twins and Al can significantly
enhance the regeneration process and deliver positive outcomes. In particular, for places
and communities that have been left behind, smart technologies like autonomous public
transportation can offer innovative solutions to improve livelihoods. In heritage-related
regeneration, digital twins can document historical elements and support the restoration
process. Meanwhile, in dense urban areas, the integration of advanced technologies can

help with design and shorten construction periods and improve efficiency.

Industrial land regeneration

As industries are rapidly restructuring, converting industrial land for non-industrial uses
has become a trend in post-industrial cities. Polluted industrial sites should be remediated
before regeneration begins. We advocate for conserving and reusing existing industrial
infrastructure (e.g., transforming factories into cultural hubs) rather than complete
demolition. Through design and innovation, these structures can adapt to new functions,

promoting sustainable resource use and preserving their historical character.

Comprehensive and mixed-use regeneration

Large-scale regeneration projects, such as redevelopment of transportation hubs, act as
engines for urban and economic development due to their transformative scale and
impact. These initiatives offer unique opportunities to catalyze growth, reshape urban
environments, and integrate mixed-use spaces (e.g., combining housing, commerce, and
culture). Beyond economic benefits, projects must prioritize high-quality public spaces

and inclusive cultural facilities to serve all citizens equitably.

Temporary and informal regeneration

Before formal redevelopment begins, adaptive reuse of buildings/sites for temporary or
informal purposes (e.g., pop-up galleries, creative studios) can attract artists and
innovators, sparking creativity and community engagement. Examples include
industrial-artistic clusters in New York and Shanghai, or Germany’s “Zwischennutzung"
(in-between use) model. Similarly, rural areas are increasingly repurposed as coworking
spaces or “second homes” for urban creatives. These bottom-up practices are vital to

fostering inclusive and sustainable urban transformation.
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Top 10 Outstanding Practices Summary
* Sorted alphabetically by project name, ranking in no particular order.

Beijing Liangma River Waterfront Landscape Corridor
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Name of the application institution
AECOM (Tianjin) Engineering Consultant Co.,Ltd

Location
China. Beijing

Project Duration
Start Time: 2019-04-01 End Time: 2023-06-01

Size

Construction area: about 801,300 square meters; Designed river length: 5.575 kilometers

Focus Areas

Inner city & waterfront revitalization
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Comprehensive development enhancement and community
co-creation practices in the '""Two mountains' concept
demonstration zone of Yu village, China
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Name of the application institution

China Academy of Urban Planning & Design Shanghai Branch; College of Architecture and
Urban Planning, Tongji University

Location
China.Huzhou

Project Duration
Start Time: 2019-10-15 End Time: 2023-10-15

Size

Total size: 41 km?, The recently implemented projects are as follows: Update open courtyard
area: 6600 m?; Update old factory area: 2300 m?; New distribution center and parking lot area:
2 hm?; Newly built miniature parks: 3, 1600 m?, Update Greenway: 12.6km; Reclaimed arable
land area: 18.51hm?.

Focus Areas

Urban-rural linkages and rural revitalisation
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Fayuan Temple Historical and Cultural District Urban
Renewal Project

Name of the application institution
Beijing Xuanfang Dade Real Estate Investment Co., Ltd.

Location
China. Beijing

Project Duration
Start Time:2014-01-01  End Time:2025-05-31

Size
16.16 hectares

Focus Areas

Heritage-led regeneration
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KomshiLOOK
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Name of the application institution
KomshiLOOK

Location
North Macedonia.Skopje

Project Duration
Start Time:2024-02-01 End Time:2025-05-31

Size
Total 4 ha Demolished 0 Newly built 0 Maintained/reactivated 3,500 m? Other: 130 m? gallery +
mobile trailer center

Focus Areas

Temporary and informal regeneration

Project Summary

KomshiLOOK comes from the Balkan word komSiluk, meaning “good neighborliness.” Across
the region, komsiluk is more than a word. It’s a way of living. It represents small daily gestures of
care, attention and empathy between people who share space. KomshiLOOK reintroduces this

16
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LJ Works Rear Building, 2022.

Name of the application institution
Meanwhile Space CIC

Location
UK. London

Project Duration
Start Time:2014-05-01  End Time:2023-01-18

Size
Total 3235 sqm, of which Platform 35sqm, Arches 1200 sqm, LJ Works 2000 sqm

Focus Areas

Temporary and informal regeneration
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Post Shanghai Expo Urban Best Practices Area (UBPA)

Name of the application institution
Arup

Location
China. Shanghai

Project Duration
Start Time:2012-04-06 End Time:2024-02-14

Size
Planned Area: 15.08 ha; GFA: 240,299 sqm; New constructed: 105,950 sqm; Retrofit building:
107,438 sqm; Retained building: 26,911 sqm; No completed demolished space

Focus Areas

Heritage-led regeneration
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Co-creation of Beautiful Hongtang Village: Enhancing Rural
Livability and Participatory Planning in Hongtang Village,
Fengqing County, Yunnan Province, China
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Name of the application institution

Sun Yat-sen University

Location

China. Lincang

Project Duration
Start Time:2021-11-01  End Time:2025-05-31

Size
20 km?

50
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ECONNECTING - Greener & Closer Communities

Name of the application institution

superwien urbanism zt gmbh

Location

Italy. Faenza

Project Duration
Start Time: 2023-06-01 End Time: 2025-05-31

Size
10 km?

Focus Areas

Urban-rural linkages and rural revitalisation

53
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Empowering Urban Regeneration Through Smart
Technologies in Shanghai Jinqiao: A Digital Twin-Driven
Model for Sustainable Urban-Rural Integration
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Name of the application institution
Tongji Architecture Design(Group) Co., Ltd.

Location
China. Shanghai

Project Duration
Start Time:2021-07-15  End Time:2023-07-15

Size
2 km? (200 hectares)

Focus Areas

Smart & intelligent regeneration

Project Summary
Background and Challenges

Shanghai Jinqgiao, a former industrial export processing zone established in the 1990s, faced
critical challenges typical of aging manufacturing districts: outdated infrastructure,

55
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Exemplary Case Application Materials for the Comprehensive
Renovation Project (Phase I) of Xi'an City Moat and Ring
Park (West Gate-North Gate-East Gate)

a

Name of the application institution

Xi'an City Wall Management Committee

Location
China. Xi’an

Project Duration
Start Time:2020-10-03  End Time:2021-06-30

Size
Waterway renovation area :about 194,000 square meters; scenery landscape and ecological

enhancement area: about 680,000 square meters, about 874,000 square meters in total

Focus Areas

Inner city & waterfront revitalization
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From Historical Axis to Vitality Corridor: Innovative Practice
of Spatial Quality Enhancement and Sustainable Livelihood in
Deshengmen Inner Street, Beijing, China

Name of the application institution

Beijing University of Civil Engineering and Architecture

Location
China. Beijing

Project Duration
Start Time:2024-07-11 End Time:2025-04-01

Size
It covers an area of 9.9 hectares, stretching from Di'anmen West Street in the south to

Deshengmen West Street in the north, with a total length of over 1,700 meters.

Focus Areas

Heritage-led regeneration
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Micro-Update of Zhongshan Community and the Preservation
of Yeshan Relics in Fuzhou
= e 3o
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Name of the application institution

Fuzhou Planning & Design Research Institute Group Co., Ltd.

Location

China. Fuzhou

Project Duration
Start Time:2014-05-10  End Time:2021-01-30

Size

The current community micro-renewal project covers a total area of 26.62 hectares, including the
3.6-hectare conservation area of the Yeshan Ruins Park. The project involves: Demolishing
51,500 square meters of illegal and non-compliant structures. Renovating facades of 15 buildings
totaling 33,000 square meters. Restoring 4 historic buildings with a combined area of 1,500
square meters. Improving seven streets and alleys spanning approximately 1,700 meters.
Constructing 8 pocket parks totaling 3,836 square meters. Enhancing 4,200 square meters of
roadside greenery.

Focus Areas

Housing, basic services and slum upgrading
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Minna Urban Regeneration Through Acupuncture (MURTA):
Planning of Vulnerable Spaces (PVS);The Minna Cemetery
Project

Name of the application institution
Niger State Government, MInistry of Lands and Survey, Minna

Location

Nigeria. Minna

Project Duration
Start Time: 2021-07-12 End Time: 2025-05-30

Size
28.09Hectares

Focus Areas

None
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Phase I Organic Renewal of Linping Old Town District
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Name of the application institution

PowerChina Huadong Engineering Corporation Limited

Location
China. Hangzhou

Project Duration
Start Time:2017-04-01 End Time: 2020-12-31

Size
The project involves the renovation of 84,741 square meters of land and the addition of 158,411

square meters of new construction land. The total newly built floor area is 32,957.97 square
meters, the largest single structure is 13,525.5 square meters.

Focus Areas

Housing, basic services and slum upgrading
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Presentation of Models and Methods for Financing Utilizing
the Potential of Startups for Urban Regeneration: A Case
Study of Birjand City

Name of the application institution
Birjand University

Location

Iran. Birjand

Project Duration
Start Time:2023-07-12  End Time:2025-05-10

Size

45 hectares of the city's historical fabric

Focus Areas

Smart & intelligent regeneration
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Shangsheng Xinsuo (Columbia Circle) Urban Regeneration
Project

Name of the application institution
East China Architectural Design & Research Institute Co,Ltd

Location
China. Shanghai

Project Duration

Start Time:2016-08-01
End Time: 2024-06-01

Size
Total Land Area: 47,364 m?, Total Floor Area: 60,939 m?, Newly Constructed Area: 36,202 m?,
Retained Building Area: 24,737 m?

Focus Areas

Comprehensive and mix-use regeneration
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Shougang Old Industrial Area (North Zone) Renewal
Project

Name of the application institution
Shougang Group Co., Ltd. & Beijing Shougang Construction Investment Co., Ltd.

Location
China. Beijing

Project Duration
Start Time:2014-01-01  End Time:2025-05-31

Size
Land Area: 291 hectares ; Floor Area: 1826,000 square meters

Focus Areas

Industrial land regeneration

77



LT

The Renovation and Upgrading Project of Tongji River in
Xianhe Town, Dongying City
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Name of the application institution
Future City (Shanghai) Design Consulting Co., LTD.

Location
China.Dongying

Project Duration
Start Time: 2024-07-09 End Time: 2025-04-30

Size
170,000 square meters

Focus Areas

Inner city & waterfront revitalization

Project Summary

I. Core Basic Information

(1) Background and challenges

Tongji River was built in the 1980s, located in Xianhe Town, Dongying Port Economic

Development Zone, running through the whole town from north to south, with urban drainage as
its core function.
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The Xiemaqiao Comprehensive Enhancement Project: A
Launchpad Initiative of the Qiandeng Characteristic Rural
Area Model Demonstration Zone in Jiangsu, China.

Name of the application institution

China Academy of Urban Planning & Design Shanghai Branch; College of Architecture and
Urban Planning, Tongji University

Location

China.Suzhou

Project Duration
Start Time: 2019-01-01End Time: 2023-12-01

Size
Total size: 3.66 km?; demolished space: 1500 m?> ; newly constructed spaces: 20000m?;

maintained spaces: 27000m?

Focus Areas

Urban-rural linkages and rural revitalisation
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Wuma Historical and Cultural District Protection and
Enhancement Project

Name of the application institution
Wenzhou Lucheng District Historical and Cultural Block Construction Service Center

Location
China. Wenzhou

Project Duration
Start Time: 2020-01-01
End Time: 2025-05-31

Size
Total size: 55.19ha

Focus Areas

Heritage-led regeneration
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Yangtszepoo Road 670 Protection and Renovation Project

Name of the application institution
East China Architectural Design and Research Institute Co., Ltd

Location
China. Shanghai

Project Duration
Start Time: 2021-07-06 End Time: 2024-12-26

Size
Site Area —37708 m? ; Building Area —24642.5 m?

Focus Areas

Industrial land regeneration
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